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Tenakh: the written law

The Jewish sacred scriptures are known as the Tenakh. The Tenakh
consists of 24 books (which can all be found in what Christians call the Old
Testament), grouped into three main parts. The word TeNakh is formed
from taking the first letter of the Hebrew names for each of these three
parts. They are:

1. the Torah: the five books of Moses, which form the basis of
Jewish law

2. the Nevi'im (the Prophets): eight books that continue to trace Jewish
history and expand on the laws in the Torah

3. the Ketuvim (the Writings): eleven books that contain a collection of
poetry, stories, advice, historical accounts and more.
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Talmud: the oral law

Understanding the Torah (the law) is an important part of Jewish life.
For the carly Jews, teachings on how to interpret the Torah and apply
its rules tolife were passed from generation to generation by word of
mouth, and became known as oral law. There was a danger that these
teachings would get altered or misinterpreted and so it was important
that they were written down. Rabbi Judah Hanassi did this in 200 c&

by bringing together all the oral law ino one document known as the
Mishnah. It was formed of six sections, each one of which is known as a
‘seder’, dealing with subjects such as dietary laws, marriage and divorce,
and laws of Shabbat.

‘The Mishnah caused much debate. These discussions were written
down, organised and brought together in 500 ci and became known as
the Gemara. The Mishnah and Gemara were then combined to form
the Talmud

‘The Torah and the Talmud are studied extensively by Orthodox Jews, as
they are regarded as the source for all Jewish laws, legal teachings and
decisions that affect their daily life. Regular lessons and lectures are held
to help with this, including in colleges of advanced Jewish studies called
Yeshivot. Reform Jews regard the authority of the Torah and the Talmud
ina different way and may not study them as much.
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